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WELCOME
This is the sixth newsletter of the Nature-GIS project
and the last one of a series dedicated to the National
Context Assessment for Protected Areas, in which
the partners have described the context about
protected areas for their own country.

The Nature-GIS partnership

Suggestions and comments are warmly accepted at
nature-gis@gisig.it.



Nature-GIS Newsletter - Issue 6, March 2004 2

II.. BBuullggaarriiaann  NNaattiioonnaall  CCoonntteexxtt  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ffoorr  PPrrootteecctteedd  AArreeaass
The national system of Protected Areas (PAs)
The main Bulgarian legislative text for PAs is the
“Law for protected territories“, published in 1998
and changed in 2002. This law describes the
organization of the PAs and the related
responsibilities. Actually the percentage of
national areas covered by PAs is 4.5%
It’s possible to define the following kinds of PAs:
ü  Reserves: are natural ecological systems
including characteristic and/or extraordinary wild
vegetation and animal kinds and their habitats.
The reserves are managed to protect their natural
character and to preserve the genetic resources,
the natural habitats and the populations of
protected rare, endemic and relict kinds; to realise
scientific and educational activity and/or
ecological monitoring, and to develop a network of
ecological systems and endangered habitats
representative for Bulgaria and Europe.
ü  National parks: are territories where there are
no populated areas and settlements and which
include natural ecological systems with great
variety of vegetation, animal kinds and habitats,
characteristic and extraordinary landscape and
sites of the non-living nature. The purposes of
these areas are to maintain the variety of the
ecological systems and to protect the wild nature
and the biological variety in the ecological
systems, and to develop tourism and scientific,
educational and recreational activities.
ü  Natural landmarks: are defined as
characteristic or exceptional sites of the non-living
nature and other sites of exceptional value due to
their inherent rarity, representative and aesthetic
value or of importance for the science and culture.
The natural landmarks are managed with the
purpose of preserving their natural particularities.
They are declared together with the territories
necessary for their preservation.
ü  Maintained reserves: are defined as
ecological systems including rare and/or
endangered wild vegetal and animal species and
their habitats. The maintained reserves are
managed to maintain their natural character; to
realise scientific and educational purposes and/or
ecological monitoring activities; to restore
populations of vegetal and animal species and/or
conditions of their habitats and to preserve the
genetic resources.
ü  Natural parks: are territories including various
ecological systems with a variety of vegetal and
animal species and their habitats, with
characteristic and exceptional landscape and sites
of the non-living nature. Actually Bulgaria has nine
Natural Parks. The national parks are managed to
maintain the variety of the ecological systems and
to preserve the biological variety in them; to
develop scientific, educational and recreational

activities; to preserve traditional forms of ways of
living and to promote the development of tourism.
ü  Other protected areas: are territories of
characteristic or remarkable landscapes, including
those resulting from harmonic coexistence of man
and nature and habitats of endangered, rare or
vulnerable vegetal and animal species and
communities.
Numbers of different categories of the protected
territories in Bulgaria are given in table 1.

Table 1: Some statistics abou t the number of the
PAs in Bulgaria over the last years

Protected terr itories 2000 2001 2002
Reserves 55 55 55
National Parks 3 3 3
Natural Landmarks 474 473 473
Maintained Reserves 35 35 35
Natural Parks 5 6 6
Other Protected Areas 132 146 146
Total 704 718 718

Networks and Stakeholders

¨  National Network

Network of Natural Parks Directorates and the
Network of National Parks Directorates under
the authority of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forests.

¨  International Networks involving Bulgaria PAs
Some of the Bulgarian PAs are involved in
international networks, which are listed below:
NATURA 2000: the two European directives
concerning biodiversity, 92/43 and 79/409, are
accepted in Bulgaria, as firsts steps to participate
in NATURA 2000 network;
CORINE network;
PAN PARKS: the natural park "Stranja" is going
to be a member of this network;
EMERALD: environmental international network.
¨  Principals public stakeholders
The Ministry of Environment and Waters
(MOEW) and its regional bodies manage and
control the protected territories. They are
responsible for the assignment of the activities for
maintenance and restoration, for guarding and for
control of the forests, lands and water basins in
PAs, which are exclusive state property. The
Directorate of the National Service for Nature
Protection is a unit of the MOEW and is
responsible for the protected territories in Bulgaria
with functions of management and control of the
protected territories; development of a system of
the protected territories; control the execution of
the management plans and projects and to
organise and execute plans for the protection of
the biological variety inside and outside the
protected territories. The MOEW carries out the
activities in the country through its regional
bodies: the National Parks Directorates (NPD)
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and Regional Inspectorates for the Environment
and Waters (RIEW). The RIEW are directly
responsible for the management of the PAs in the
region.
The Executive Environment Agency (EEA) is
the Bulgarian specialized agency performing
monitoring, analytical and laboratory activities for
the MOEW and disseminating environmental
information. The Agency is a National Reference
Centre for the European Environment Agency.
The Directorate of Environmental Monitoring
(EMD) is an unit of the EEA and is responsible for
the activities concerning protected territories.
Both the MOEW and EEA manage and control the
regional bodies responsible for the PAs.
The Ministry of Agriculture and Fo rests (MAF),
as well as individual, corporate bodies and the
municipalities, and the owners of forests, land and
water basins in the PAs, use and guard them
according to the provisions of the laws. The
National Forestry Board (NFB) is a division of the
(MAF) and establishes specialized Directorates of
the Natural Parks that are responsible for the
management plans of the Natural Parks. It

includes departments that govern, manage and
protect the forests, lands and waters.
¨  Principals environmental associations related

to protected areas
The most important associations are the following:
- Association of Bulgarian National Parks
- Bulgarian Association of alternative tourism
- Bulgarian Association of birds protection
- Bulgarian Association of villages and

ecotourism.

Commercial aspects

¨  Principal economic incomes for the different
protected areas

The principal income of the PAs is from the state
budget. The financing of the activities in the PAs
are assisted by the National Fund for protection of
the environment at the MOEW. Some funds come
from international donors as UNDP, World Bank,
European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, EC, USAID subsidizing projects
under various programs. One of the most active
programs is the PHARE program.

IIII..  FFrraannccee  NNaattiioonnaall  CCoonntteexxtt  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ffoorr  PPrrootteecctteedd  AArreeaass
The national system of Protected Areas (PAs)
The French Environment Ministry and the French
Institute for the Environment (IFEN) distinguishes
five main kinds of PAs in France:
ü  National parks: there are 7 national parks.
Six are located on the metropolitan territory: three
in the Alps Mountains, one in the Pyrenees
Mountain, one in the Central Massif and one in
the Mediterranean Area; one is located overseas,
on the Guadeloupe Island in the French Caraïbes.
National parks are usually large protected zones
(around 2000 km² on average), excepted for the
PortCros NP which includes, however, a quite
large marine zone. Because of their low number,
they represent only less than 10% of the total
French PAs, and 2.3% of the French territory.
ü  Regional parks: nature protection is not the
only aim of regional parks as they also have a
mission in local development. Nowadays, there
are 40 regional parks plus the Alpilles Regional
Park which is about to be officially created.
Regional parks are in average smaller than
national parks (around 1600 km²), however they
are numerous, and represent almost 50% of the
total French PAs and almost 12% of the French
territory. Regional parks often include other types

of PAs such as natural reserves, «biotope order»,
or MAB programmes zones.
ü  Natural reserves: these are specific PAs on
particular biotopes, where rare or high patrimonial
value habitats or species are present. Manager
can be public organisations (national or regional
parks, Forest National Office, etc.) or private
associations through a convention with the
Environment Ministry. There are two kinds of
natural reserves: national reserves and voluntary
reserves. Voluntary reserves are usually private
lands of which the properties want to protect its
ecological or patrimonial value. Natural reserves
are very often small areas, with an average of 34
km². However, some quite large natural reserves,
usually national, such as the Camargue natural
reserve, are together with almost punctual sites.
The about 150 French natural reserves represent
less that 4% of the total PAs.
ü  Zones protected by a biotope order: Biotope
orders are decisions taken by the Prefect (chief
administrator of the Department or the Region), as
the local State representative, to quickly protect
one particular or threatened natural area. These
zones are often located inside other PAs (where
protection is not sufficient), especially in regional
parks. Such orders are numerous (more than 500)
but usually concern very little areas (around 2 km²
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in average). Biotope order can be quite easily
removed by the Perfect in case of necessity.
ü  National Coastal Conservatory (CNL): CNL
was created in the eighties by the «Coastal law»,
principally to protect coastal zones against
urbanisation. The CNL can then apply a
landscape and biotope protection programme,
redacted together with the Environment Ministry. If
percentage of surface owned by the CNL are
quite low, the 634 sites represent a significant
percentage of the coast length (around 800 km).
Some sites are locates on overseas coast.
¨  International Networks involving France

protected areas
Nature 2000: in the year 2000 1143 Natura 2000
sites were proposed to the EU institutions. The
average area is around 35 km�. 90% of the
proposed sites were proposed in relation with the
Habitat Directive to create Special Conservation
Zones. Some of these sites were before
concerned by Zones of Floristic and Faunistic
Interest (ZNIEFF) inventories. Part of the Natura
2000 proposed sites concerned marine habitats,
(about 12% of the total proposed area). The other
10% were proposed in relation with the Bird
Directive to create Special Protection Zones
(ZPS). Some of these sites were before
concerned by Important Zone for Bird
Conservation (ZICO) inventories.
Local operators for Natura2000 sites are very
different: if the site is close to one other PAs (for
example National or Regional parks), the same
management organisation can be designated as
the local operator. Public organisations such as
Forest National Office (ONF) are also often
designated, notably if the site is located in the
public forest domain; Nature protection
associations are also quite often designated.
Man and Biosphere UNESCO programme: 8
MAB zones were selected on the French territory,
among which two overseas. These are quite large
zones: the average area is around 1000km�. Most
of the MAB zone (ie. «biosphere reserves») are
totally or partly included in other PAs, specially in
regional parks as MAB zones should be inhabited.

Some other areas are not classified in PAs by the
Institute for the Environment but are managed
with nature protection objectives:
The inventories zones can be classified in that
case: the Important Zone for Bird Conservation
(ZICO) were created in relation with the 79 Bird
Directive. Their role is to inventory birds, but
management rules can also be applied to favour
bird conservation. Such protection rules can also
be applied in Zones of Floristic and Faunistic
Interest (ZNIEFF) inventories. Many ZICO and
ZNIEFF have been use to define some
Natura2000 sites.

Departments (administrative entities between the
Commune and the Region) have the possibility to
buy natural lands in the name of the «Landscape

law». They are then supposed to manage such
lands in order to protect landscape, but also
habitats. In the Mediterranean area, some very
important natural lands with great patrimonial
value were bought by the department in order to
lead an efficient forest fire protection policy.

Some private individuals or associations can
manage land under private property with a nature
protection objective. Some of them have an
agreement with the Environment Ministry and
redact a specific schedule of conditions. These
private PAs are organised in Departmental and
Regional Natural Conservatories, which are non
governmental associations

Networks and Stakeholders
¨  Relevant public stakeholders related to

protected areas
The Environment Ministry has 26 Regional
Directions (DIREN) widespread in the different
regions and overseas territories. Its statistical and
geo-data organisation is called the French
Institute for the Environment (IFEN), which
produce and publish data about environment and
on PAs. Many territorial collectivities, ie. Regions,
Departments, Communes Collectivities and even
large Communes, have their own environment
services. Moreover, some regions fund specific
organisations, the Regional Agencies for the
Environment.
¨  Other stakeholders related to protected areas
Protected areas managers: these are either
specific organisation for one PA (mainly the case
for National parks, Regional parks and also the
National Coastal Conservatory), organisations
specialised in nature conservation but not specific
for one given PA (for example: nature
conservation associations) or organisations
specialised in natural land management (for
example ONF).
Scientific and technical organisations: these
are organisations furnishing manager knowledge
and tools to PAs with the aim to help in PAs land
and biotopes management. All the different
Universities as well as the CNRS (National Centre
for Scientific Research) have laboratories of
ecology or geography working on PAs as
experimental terrain. Other public research
institutes, like INRA (Agronomic Research
National Institute) or the Cemagref, specialised in
rural areas, produce knowledge about
environmental issues. These different scientific
organisation are however not specialised in PAs.
The ten National Botanical Conservatories, in
relation with the National Museum of Natural
Sciences, produce detailed data and geo-data on
botanical species distribution all over the territory
in general, and in PAs in particular. These are
important geo-data producers. The ATEN (Atelier
Technique des Espaces Naturels) is on the
contrary specialised in PAs, and has a great
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activity in geo-data interoperability dedicated to
PAs management.
National and international networks: technical
networks are very versatile and may act at
different scale levels, national, regional or even
local. We just mention, as an example, the
Regional Network for Natural Spaces in the
Provence Alpes Côte d’Azur Region, that groups
most of the regional environmental organisations,
public and private, with an aim of co-ordination of
their actions. At an international level, the Alps
Protected Areas Network has a great activity in
Alps PAs actions coordination and data
exchanges.
Private organisations: many nature protection
associations have activities in relation with PAs.
Some of them treat of more scientific aspects (for
example, the Tour du Vallat Foundation, in the
Camargue PA, produce high quality geo-data
using satellite images), other have a role in land
management.

Commercial aspects

¨  Commercial operators in the field of IT and
Nature management and preservation

The national geo-referential is produced by the
Geographical National Institute (IGN), which is a
Public Organisation with Industrial and
Commercial Interest. Other important national
producers are the French Institute for the
Environment (IFEN), which produces the

European Scale Corine Land Cover data base,
the National Forest Inventory, which produces
detailed geo-data about forest lands and other
natural lands essentially, and other private
societies, like Michelin, which however does not
produce any environmental data.

At a regional level, there are many other
organisations producing geo-data related to
natural lands and PAs: the National
Conservatories produce detailed vegetation maps,
each on one part of the national territory. The GI
Regional Centre of the Provence Alpes Côte
d’Azur Region produce some medium scale
important geo-data bases about land cover and
land cover evolution on the regional extend.

The different GI specialised organisations have a
role not really on data production but on data
exchanges: these are the Departmental GI
Centres, some Regional GI Centres and the
National GI Centre (CNIG). Their role is more to
organise the relationship between producers,
users and politics. Unfortunately, most of the
Departmental GI Centres don’t function (maybe
because of lack of awareness and means), and
only a few Regional GI Centres function.
However, some very interesting experiences are
led in some functioning Regional GI Centres, such
as the CRIGE of the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur
Region.

IIIIII..  GGeerrmmaann  NNaattiioonnaall  CCoonntteexxtt  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ffoorr  PPrrootteecctteedd  AArreeaass
The national system of Protected Areas (PAs)
In Germany the protection of nature is organised
through the respective ministries and agencies of
the ªLänder”. The Bundeamt für Naturschutz is the
responsible for nature protection on the national
level under the Ministry of Environment. PAs in
Germany are as follows:
ü  Special protected natural forest reserves:
with the aim to develop areas of primeval forest.
In these areas, any kind of forestal use as well as
other kinds of interference is prohibited. There are
629 sites, covering 23.718 ha.
ü  National Parks: they are large PAs of special
character, mostly unaffected by human influence
or suitable for dynamic natural processes. Primary
aim is to admit dynamic natural processes.
National Parks should also serve for scientific
research, environmental education and natural
experience of the population. There are 15 sites
protected as National Parks, covering about

965,000 ha. The sites are divided in different
zones with varying priorities and requirements
concerning access and use.
ü  Natural monuments: are small sized special
PAs up to 5 ha with the same protection purpose
and legal background as special PAs. There are
numerous natural monuments in Germany.
ü  Special protected area: are instituted with the
aims to conserve, develop or restore communities
of wild animal and plant species; for scientific
reasons, reasons of natural history or applied
geography and for the rarity, the special character
or the outstanding natural beauty. There are about
6,500 sites covering 924,779 ha. Depending on
the purpose of protection, these sites – or parts of
them - can also be open to the public.
ü  Special protected landscape area: are
instituted with the aims to conserve, develop or
restore the capacity and efficiency of natural
balance or the ability of regeneration and
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sustainable use of the natural goods; for the rarity,
the special character or outstanding natural
beauty or for the cultural and historic meaning of
the landscape and for of its special meaning for
recreation. There are about 6,800 sites covering
an area of about 1 Million hectares.
ü  Nature parks are areas that merely consist of
special PAs and special protected landscape
areas and which are due to their scenic condition
suitable for recreation and sustainable tourism. In
these areas, a long-term sustainable land use as
well as sustainable regional development is aimed
for. In Germany, so far, there are about 90 sites,
covering about 8,000,000 ha.
ü  Biosphere reserves are special protected,
spacious areas that merely meet the requirements
for special PAs and in other parts those for special
protected landscape areas. These areas serve for
conservation, development and restoration of
traditional forms of land-use and, as a
consequence, for the conservation of nature,
landscape and biodiversity. Biosphere reserves
are divided in different zones similar to national
park zones. There are 14 sites, covering 1,6

million hectares.
¨  Possible future development or extension of

the protected areas system
According the EU Habitat and Bird Directive the
German network of Special Protected Areas is still
not completed (Europäische Kommission
2001/5117). Only 40 % of the Important Bird
Areas in Germany have been nominated as SPA.
452 sites should cover 15,8% of the country to
safeguard bird species of European nature
protection concern.

Networks and Stakeholders

¨  Principals environmental associations related
to protected areas

Europarc Germany: is organising the co-
operation between the larger PAs in Germany;
Verband Deutscher Naturparke (VDN): the
Nature Parks have their own organisation and use
GIS to improve management and promotion. They
cover about one quarter of Germany;
NABU – BirdL ife Germany: is the responsible
organisation to assess the Important Bird Areas in
the country.

The national system of Protected Areas (PAs)
According to the national legislation, the
categories of PAs are the following:
ü  National Parks: are forested areas of great
interest for their natural environment and their
protection and conservation. Tourist and scientific
research activities of any kind are encouraged.
Every National Park consists of:
a) a core of ultimate protection with an area no
less than 1,500 ha, except for the Parks founded
in islands that can be smaller,
b) the peripheral zone with a similar area, at least
as large as the core, where land use is compatible
with the protection targets of the National Park.
Actually Greece has designated 10 National
Parks.
ü  Aesthetic Forests: these are sites (forests or
natural landscapes) of a particular aesthetic,
hygienic and tourist importance, so that the
protection of fauna, flora and its particular natural
beauty should be enforced. The measures for the
protection, organisation and improvement of these
sites are proportional to those applying for the
peripheral zones of National Parks, which are
zones of limited protection. 19 Aesthetic Forests
have been designated, covering 33,109 ha.
ü  Protected Monuments of Nature: these are
sites of particular palaeontological,
geomorphological, and historical importance that
cannot be characterised as National Parks or
Aesthetic Forests according to L.D. 996/1971.
Protected Monuments of Nature can be trees or
tree stands, wetlands, even rare plant species of a
particular botanical, geobotanical, aesthetical and

historical importance. Greece has designated 53
Protected Monuments of Nature.
ü  Game Reserves and Hunting Reserves: these
areas compose a network of PAs where the
hunting regulations play an important role in the
protection of fauna. So far, 580 game reserves
across the country covering more than 860,000
ha, 21 breeding farms covering 2,937 ha and 7
Hunting Reserves covering 108,843 ha, have
been designated.
ü  Marine Parks: actually there are two protected
marine parks:
- the National Marine Park of Alonissos, North
Sporades (1992) and
- the Zakynthos Marine Park (1999).
On the base on the international laws and
Conventions it's actually possible to describe the
following kinds of PAs:
ü  Ramsar sites: Greece was the 7th country to
sign and activate the Ramsar Convention
declaring, in 1974, 11 wetland sites that are
included in the Internationally Important Wetlands©
catalogue.
ü  Special Protection Areas: Directive
79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds
was ratified in Greece by the Joint Ministerial
Decision of the Ministers of National Economy
and of Agriculture. The directory "Important Bird
Areas (IBAs) in Europe" included 113 sites of
importance in Greece. Of these 113 sites, 50 are
protected under the "Special Protection Areas"
(SPA) regime.
ü  Special Areas of Conservation (SACs): the
"Habitats Directive" establishes a common
framework for the conservation of natural habitats

IIVV..  GGrreeeekk  NNaattiioonnaall  CCoonntteexxtt  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ffoorr  PPrrootteecctteedd  AArreeaass
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and of wild fauna and flora species and provides
for the creation of the network of SACs "Natura
2000". In according to Hellenic Ministry for the
Environment, Physical Planning & Public Works
the project of Natura 2000 cover an area of
3,000,000 ha. The terrestrial part (2,350,000 ha)
corresponds approximately to 18 % of the total
land area of Hellas.

Networks and Stakeholders

¨  National Network of protected areas:

European Network for Monachus monachus:
Under a EU-funded (DG XI) initiative, an
exchange programme has recently been launched
involving several Mediterranean monk seal NGOs
and research teams.

“ Eco-Net” : it's a network for the legal protection
and management of PAs in the Southern
Balkans”.

VV..  RRoommaanniiaann  NNaattiioonnaall  CCoonntteexxtt  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ffoorr  PPrrootteecctteedd  AArreeaass
The national system of Protected Areas (PAs)
Even if in Romania the first law on nature
conservation was issued in 1928, the first PA was
established in 1928 and first national park was
established in 1935, the national system of PAs
started to be organized only after the approbation of
the Law 462/ 2001 regarding the management of
protected natural areas, and the conservation of
natural habitats, wild flora and fauna. According to
this law the Romanian national system of PAs is
organized on the base of the first five IUCN (the
International Union for Nature Conservation)
categories:
ü  Scientific reserves: intend to protect and
preserve natural, terrestrial and aquatic habitats
including representative elements of scientific
interest from flora, fauna, geologic, speleologic,
paleonthologic, pedologic, etc. point of view. The
scientific reserves management ensures a severe
protection regime in order to keep the habitats as
undisturbed as possible. Within their perimeters,
only scientific activities may develop, agreed by the
competent scientific body.
ü  National parks: these areas intend to protect
and preserve representative samples for the
national biogeographic space including natural,
particularly valuable elements from physico-
geographic, flora, fauna, hydrologic, geologic,
paleonthologic, speleologic, pedologic, etc. point of
view, offering the possibility to visit them for
scientific, educational, recreational and touristic
purposes. The management regime is set up by
regulations and proper protection and preservation
plans and within their perimeters, eco-systems or
parts of terrestrial and aquatic eco-systems as less
as possible influenced by the anthropic activity. The
especially valuable elements existing in national
parks may be enclosed and put under a strict
protection regime as scientific reserves. The
national parks generally cover large land surfaces.
Only traditional activities practiced by the

communities in the vicinity of national parks are
permitted in their perimeters and they are regulated
by the management plan.
ü  Nature monuments: these PAs aim to protect
and preserve some natural elements having
ecological, scientific and landscape related value
and significance, represented by wild rare, endemic
or threatened by extinction plant and animal
species, secular trees, flora and fauna
associations, geological phenomena as well as
other natural elements having a natural patrimony
value due to their unique or rare character. If the
nature monuments have been not included in the
perimeter of other areas existing under protection
regime, compulsory protection areas will be set up
for ensuring their integrity, irrespective of the use
and owner of that land. The nature monument
management is made according to a severe
protection regime ensuring to keep the specific
natural characteristics.
ü  Natural reserves: these protected natural
areas aim to protect and preserve some significant
natural habitats and species from flora, fauna,
forest, hydrologic, geologic, speleologic,
paleonthologic and pedologic point of view. Their
sizes are determined by the surfaces necessary to
provide the protected elements integrity. The
natural reserves may have a prevalent botanic,
zoological, forestry, geologic, paleonthologic,
speleologic, landscape, wetland, marine land or
genetic resource character depending on the
purpose, which these have been assigned for.
ü  Natural parks: aim to protect and preserve
some landscapes where the anthropic activity
interaction with the nature, in the long run has
created a distinct area with a significant landscape
and/or cultural value and often a large biological
diversity. The natural parks management aims to
keep a harmonious interaction between man and
nature by protecting the habitats and landscape
diversity, keeping the traditional land uses,
encouraging and strengthening the activities,
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practices and traditional culture of the local
population. Moreover, recreational and touristic
possibilities are offered, and scientific and
educational activities are encouraged.

Finally, based on the ratified conventions and the
Habitat and Birds EU Directives the following
international designations are recognized in
Romania: Biosphere Reserves, Ramsar Sites,
Natural World Heritage Sites, Special Areas for
Conservation and Special Protection Areas.
The total surface covered by all PAs is a little bit
more than 1,300,000 hectares, representing the 5.5
% of the total country surface. In Romania there are
845 PAs, from which 11 national parks, 6 natural
parks and the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve,
which is the largest PA in Romania and one of the
largest and most important in Europe (already listed
as Ramsar Site, Natural World Heritage Site and
having the European Diploma for Protected Areas).
Moreover, trough the inventory undertaken by the
Romanian Ornithological Society, there are 44
Important Bird Areas, some of them already being
included within the existing PA limits.
¨  Possible future development or extension of
the PA system
Currently is under development a governmental
decision for the establishment of more than 60 new
PAs, from which one new natural park will cover
148,850 hectares and will become the largest
natural park. Several studies are now started for the
establishment of new PAs, most important being
along the Lower Green Danube Corridor, were also
new Ramsar sites are supposed to be designated.
The analysis of the distribution of the existing PA
network shows that most of them are located into
the European alpine biogeographical region so
future planning of the network is its development in
the other four biogeographical regions that exists in
Romania, namely Black Sea coastal region,
steppic, continental and pannonic regions. Another
important process in connection with the national
network of PAs is the planning of the Natura 2000
network.

Networks and Stakeholders

¨  National Network of protected areas

Biod iversity Information Management System
(BIMS): the main roles are to make national
standards in the field of biodiversity databases and
to provide to the decision makers the necessary
information and tools in order to take the best
decisions related to the national network of PA as
well as for nature protection in general. Parts of the
BIMS group are the Directorate for Biodiversity
Conservation and Protected Areas, research
institutes and universities and professional NGOs.

¨  International Networks involving Romanian
protected areas

Man and Biosphere (MAB) UNESCO
programme: was the first international network in

which in 1979 two scientific reserves were
designated at that time as biosphere reserves.

EUROPARC: is the European Federation of
National and Natural Parks in which the Retezat
National Park became member starting from 1997.

Pan Parks: the Retezat National Park is also
candidate of this WWF initiative from year 2001.
Another WWF initiative in which three parks were
involved is the Carpathian Ecoregion Initiative
started in 2001. In 2003 this initiative had as a
result the establishment of the Carpathian
Convention. This will became in short time the most
important network facility in the region for the
existing PAs.

Emerald network: the pilot project was started in
Romania in 2001 based on the Bern Convention.
As Romania went into the phase of negotiations
with the EU it started the implementation of the EU
Directives and of the Natura 2000 network.

¨  Principals public stakeholders
Directorate for Biod iversity Conservation and
Protected Areas (DBCPA) from the Central
Public Authority for Environmental Protection
(CPAEP) is the main responsible body in the field
of PAs. It has as aim to develop legislation, to make
and to apply the strategy in the field of nature
conservation, to develop the network of PAs as well
as to keep up to date the PAs database. The
DBCPA has under its authority the services for
nature conservation and PAs from 42 local
Environmental Protection Agency, one of their role
being to control and monitor the existing network of
PAs. The National Forestry Administration (NFA)
has a service for PAs; currently it established its
own park administration structures but an
agreement between the CPAEP and NFA will be
signed in order to regulate the role of the two
bodies. Till June 2003 the CPAEP was the Ministry
of Waters and Environment, as the forestry sector
was under the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Forests. Now the two central authorities are unified
within the Ministry of Agriculture, Forests, Waters
and Environment. The National Environmental
Protection Agency that will include a special
department for PAs is supposed to be established
in the next period.
Commiss ion o f Natural Monu ments of the
Romanian Academy is the supreme scientific body
in the field of PAs. By the existing legislation all
important decisions regarding one PA or the entire
network of PAs need to be made after the approval
of the commission which counts as members
important scientists from the relevant research
institutes of the Romanian Academy.
Scientific and Consultative Councils: by the law
all the administrative structures of biosphere
reserves, national parks and natural parks need to
work closely with the Scientific and Consultative
Councils of the respective PAs. The Scientific
Councils have relevant scientists and key decision
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makers as members. Relevant stakeholders
compose the Consultative Councils.
¨  Principals environmental associations related to

protected areas
UNESCO Pro Natura: is one of the first established
and important organisations working in the field of
PAs, being member of IUCN. It is involved now in
the establishment of the Natura 2000 network.
Romanian Ornitho log ical Society: is the largest
organisation working in the field of bird protection.
The organisation, that is member of the BirdLife
International, has contributed in the identification of
the Important Bird Areas.
Romanian Speleolog ical Federation: is the
largest federation in the field of nature protection.
Its commission for protection acts for the
conservation of the speleological and limestone
habitats. The members of the federation manage
most of the protected caves.
Romanian Rangers Association: is member of
the International Ranger Federation, a national
organisation that has as aim to act as a network for
the future rangers, to ensure their training and to
improve the quality of management through
information exchange.

Commercial aspects

¨  Commercial operators in the field of IT and
Nature management and preservation

The Romanian Centre for Use of Teledetection
in Agriculture (CRUTA) and INTERGIS private
companies together with the Centre for
Environmental Research (CSCM) professional
NGO are now involved in the GIS cadastre of PAs,
undertaken through a Global Environmental Facility
– World Bank project. CRUTA is specialised in
teledetection, being also the SPOT IMAGE dealer

in Romania; INTERGIS is specialised in GPS
measurements and the CSCM is composed by
prestige geographers as well as by GIS experts.
The Danub e Delta Research Institute, which is
under the coordination of the central public
authority for environment and is working with both
public and private funds is the main developer of
the Biodiversity Information Management System
(BIMS). It is the main research institute working in
the field of GIS and nature conservation.
The Forestry Research and Management
Planning Institute (ICAS) is another institute under
the coordination of the forestry central public
authority that is using GIS for forestry and other
nature related projects.
The Romanian Space Agency, which is under the
coordination of the Ministry of Education and
Research but self-funded through its own projects,
is also involved in the GIS and teledetection with
applicability in the environmental field.
¨  Principal economic incomes for the different

protected areas
Except for a small amount of money, coming from
visiting tickets, postcards and others, the funding
for the staff salaries of the Danube Delta Biosphere
Reserve Administration as well as for the necessary
studies and projects is coming from the state
budget. For the administrative structures created
under the authority of the NFA the funding for the
staff salaries is coming from the profit made by the
NFA state owned company. The funding for the
activities undertaken by the administrative
structures is now coming from the GEF – World
Bank Project and is supposed to come in the future
from the central public authority for environment.

VVII..  SSwweeddeenn  NNaattiioonnaall  CCoonntteexxtt  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ffoorr  PPrrootteecctteedd  AArreeaass
The national system of Protected Areas (PAs)
The legal framework for PAs in Sweden is given by
the Environmental Code and the PA regulation.
Decisions about such protection is given by a
variety of authorities, illustrated in table 2.
In each county, the county administration board
shall hold a register of all PAs covered by these
legislations. At the national level, the Swedish
Environmental Protection Agency has the same
responsibility. A brief overview of the different types
of PAs is given in the follow:
ü  National parks: to preserve a larger continuous

area in its natural or unchanged condition;

ü  Nature reserves: to preserve biological
diversity, important nature conditions or to
provide recreation areas:

ü  Culture reserves: to preserve cultural
landscapes;

ü  Nature management areas: they are similar to
nature reserves, but with less restrictions;

ü  Natural monuments: to protect specific natural
places;

ü  Biotope protection in forests: to protect
biotopes for endangered species in forests;

ü  Biotope protection in agriculture land: to protect
biotopes for endangered species in agricultural
land;

ü  Other biotope protection: to protect specific
biotope;

ü  Wildlife sanctuaries: to protect specific species;

ü  Pending protections: these are areas that have
been proposed for being protected;

ü  Water protected areas: to preserve areas that
may be used for supply of drinking water;

ü  Areas of national interest: are public areas of
national interest;

ü  Shorelines: to provide conditions for recreation;

ü  Rivers protected against hydro electric power
exploitation: to protect rivers against
exploitation;
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ü  National city parks: to protect against new
developments in sensitive city areas;

ü  Environmental protected area: restriction on
polluted land

ü  NATURA 2000 sites

¨  Possible future development or extension of the
PAs system

Extended possibilities for protection of biotopes in
marine environments are currently being
considered.

Networks and Stakeholders
¨  Relevant public stakeholders related to PAs
The most relevant public stakeholders related to the
national PAs are listed below:

Table 2: Relevant pub lic stakeholders related to the
national PAs

Organisation Responsibili ty Interest
Environmental
Protection
Agency

- National parks
- Natura 2000
- Environmental PAs
- National city parks
- Rivers protected

against
exploitation

- Areas of national
interest

Overall
responsibility
for PAs;

Monitoring at a
national and
international
level

County
administration
boards

- Nature reserves
- Cultural reserves
- Natural monuments
- Biotope protections
- Wildlife sanctuaries
- Pending protections
- Marine PAs
- Protection of

shorelines

Provide
information to
stakeholders

Monitoring of
PAs at a
regional level

Municipalities Same as county
administration boards

Provide
information to
stakeholders

Monitoring of
PAs at a local
level

National
board of
forestry

Provide
information to
stakeholders

Monitoring of
PAs at a
national level

County
forestry board

Biotope protection in
forests

Provide
information to
stakeholders

Monitoring of
PAs at a
regional level

National Land
Survey

Mapping of borders of
PAs

¨  Principals environmental associations related to
protected areas

Among the most well known organisations having
interest in PAs there are:
Greenpeace: it aims to promote actions that lead to
a world in peace and ecological balance;
Federation o f Swedish farmers (LFR): it aims to
create the conditions for sustainable and
competitive companies and to develop favourable
conditions for life and enterprise in rural areas.

Commercial aspects

¨  Commercial operators in the field of IT and
Nature management and preservation

At the moment, the main commercial actor is the
Swedish Land Survey.
¨  Principal economic incomes for the different

protected areas
For lands owned by the state, financial resources
for its management are allocated through the state
budget; for PAs on land owned by other entities
(private persons, companies etc), the state
provides compensation for the additional costs. The
county administration board is responsible for the
management of each PAs.


