Genova (from the CoastGIS’03 promotional information)
Genova originated as a meeting point of Ligurian people, a
population of Mediterranean origins, with Etruscans and Greeks.
After the Roman period Genova was in the orbit of Byzantines,
Longobards and Franks, suffering by naval raids of the Saracens.

After 1000s the Republic of Genova became a great naval
power and one of the main ports of the Mediterranean, with
commercial relations from the Atlantic Ocean as far as China.
In 1528 the alliance between the leader Andrea Doria and
Spain started the so-called Golden Century of Genova, a
flourishing of Genoese finance all over Europe with the
constructions, in the city and in the suburbs, of splendid palaces
and villas.

In the first Italian industry development Genova had a main role
as maritime and industrial pole: the city became a vertex of the
industrial triangle, with Milan and Turin, but after the '60s there
was the crisis of the great industry.

At the start of the new Millennium, Genova is developing as a
port and a tourism and cultural city, oriented towards facilities,
but preserving an economy which together with the shipping
character has still a strong technical element. Genova is in the
2004 European Capital of Culture. This event can be taken as a
symbol of the present Genova’ s renaissance.

The Palazzo Ducale

The construction of the Palazzo Ducale in Genova began during
the second half of the Xlll century and in 1274 the Palazzo
became the seat of the “Capitano del Popolo”.

The Palace has been named "Ducale" since 1339, when it
became the seat of the first Genoese Doge, Simon Boccanegra.
In the 14th century the Palace was enlarged, other buildings
were added to the original one to fulfil the need for an inner
square. In 1591, Andrea Ceresola from Ticino, better known as
"Vannone", was given the task of modernizing the building, to
represent more fittingly the new oligarchic Republic. In 1777
several parts of the Palace were destroyed by a fire and the
neo-classical architect Simone Cantoni, was charged with the
reconstruction and with the inner decoration.

Presently, Palazzo Ducale is a focal point for the town of
Genova, as the prestigious seat of important events, among
which the G8 meeting in 2001, and an excellent “culture space”
of international relevance.
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