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Can 3-D global viewersimp rove commun icationbetween <ientids
andthe gere ral public?

Anexciting dudy onthe off shore behav iour of salsin southwe ¢ Ireland beganea rlier thisyear. For the fird time in
Ireland, researchersform Universty College Cork are usng sophidicated tag stot rack the movement softhe seals

Thetag s developed atthe sea mamma | researchunit in Sootland, use a fag acqu istion GP Ssygem w ithmaob ile phone
techno logy to relay the info rmationbad<toa ba < phone . Fne sale info rmationonwhe re the sealshavet ravelled to
off shore, along w ithdata ond ive depth sand du ration, wil help scientigsdete rmine the fo raging or feed ing behav iour

of sals

Data acqu igtionand p rocessng

Cugom ma de netsfor Thetag iscarefully glued
atchingthe salsinwaters tothefu rbehindthe
aurounding ha ul-out stes ~ sedated seal'shead with
aredeployed at peedfrom fagdryingepoxy redn.
boats

Data integ ration

The data may be integ rated and d iplayed udnga
numbe r of d iffe rent method s

- Static Maps
(e.q. pdf, gif)

- WebGIS Srvers
(e.g. Map&erver, ArdMS)

- Virtua | 3d globesand 2d mapp ing sydems
(Eg. Google Earth, NASA World Wind,
Goog le Maps etc.)
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Both seal and sdentigds Atagged eal returnsto
recover fromthe tagg ing the wate r and beg insto
experience. $nd informationon its
movement sand
behav iour.

Inthe Google Earth ca s, rager and vedo r data stswere integ rated
gererating KMLKMZ files(Keyho le Markup Language ).

End u srs

These vigualisationsare being integ rated inthe p rojed web dte. As
thisste isaimed at the gene ral public, it isimpo rtant that the data s
preented ina clear and visually pleasng manne r.

The method spresented he re showhow suchweb v isualisationtoo Is
canbe u sd to he Ip stientigscommun icate bette r with the gene ral
pub lic.
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