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R E S E AR CH  T R AI NI NG OB JE CT I VE S  AND  T AR GE T  AU D I E NCE

Aims

A main general obj ective of the ECO- I MAGI NE initiative is  to discus s  I CM and GI S  is s ues  in a
E ur ope-w ide per s pect ive and a w it h a mult i level  appr oach t o inves t igat ion ,  that are
fundamental because of the var ious  dimens ions  of the problems  to be faced and of the var ious
decis ional/ operational levels  in which to operate.
I n such a context an es s ential element is  the opportunity of shar ing exper iences , of getting in
touch with the real s tate of ar t both in the field of I CM and in the field of I n f or mat ion
T echnologies  ( I T ) ,  of activating collaboration and launching the bases  for  new proj ects .
At an overal l  level, the initiative aims  at:
• collect ing at the international level t he exper t is e of scientis ts  and addr es s ing i t as  a

support for  knowledge and decis ion, above al l ,  enhancing the cros s - sectoral opportunities
supplied by GI S

• s uppor t ing decis ion making by author ities  in charge for  planning and control, offer ing
them highly qualified inter -disciplinary scientific as s is tance, with a proper  cons ideration of
geographical knowledge

• incr eas ing t he ef f ect ive impact  for  s ectoral proj ects  supporting additional inves tigations
tuned to the decided policies

• put t ing t oget her  a ‘s ound mix’ of academics , decis ion maker s  and I T  exper ts .
• dis s eminat ing the work of the par ticipant s tructures  and researcher  by means  of lectures ,

demons trations  and field work
• dealing w it h t r ans -boundar ies  is s ues ,  for  which a specific community policy is  not

defined yet.  A meaningful example is  the planning and management of trans  boundar ies
landscapes , set as  a pr ior ity in the European Convention for  Landscape.

• creating a favourable environment for  the es tablishment of an in t er  dis cipl inar y f or um
for  enhancing co-operation and helping conflict resolution among different sectors .

• training cr os s -cut t ing oper at ional exper t s ,  able to include an interdisciplinary, science
based approach in local management initiatives , by fos ter ing the collaboration and the co-
ordination of sector ial s ki l ls .

K ey P oint s

At this  purpose, ECO- I MAGI NE aims  to in t egr at e var ious  t hemat ic r es ear ch act ivi t ies
r elat ed t o I CM,  under  the paradigms  of Geographical I nformation and coas tal landscape, thus
creating a comprehens ive training environment.
I n par ticular , is  to be s tres sed:
• the r elevance of  t he coas t al lands cape,  as  unifying element, either  as  a resource, or  as

a res earch field, s ince the landscape is  one of the mos t s ens ible evidence of the results  of a
management intervention

• the f os t er ing of  an int er dis cipl inar y appr oach  through the integration of the sectoral
achievements  and the pos s ibil i ty of shar ing them in a comprehens ive frame. I n par ticular ,
this  obj ective wil l  be pursued by giving researcher s  the opportunity of shar ing knowledge
and exper ience.

• the high s cient i f ic level  ensured by the par ticipation of international reputation scientis ts
• the t r ans f er  of  know ledge and pr inciples  from intergovernmental organisations  and

scientific environments  to national and local real ities
• the t r ans f er  of  know ledge and exper ience f r om exper t  s cient is t s  t o ear ly s t age

r es ear cher s  to help a mutual collaboration among them in a cros s - fer ti l is ing action open
to the us ers ,  such as  planners ,  Adminis trations , Companies , Non-Governmental
Organisations , As s ociations  of citizens

T ar get  Audience

T he ECO- I MAGI NE events  wil l  be addres sed to:
• ear ly s t age r es ear cher s ,  that wil l  be able to benefit from the knowledge exper ience of

senior  scientis ts , and directly es tablish contacts , outs ide the cons traints  of academic
research relationships . Moreover  they wil l  be able to calibrate their  expectations  on the
base of the actual opportunities
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• exper ienced r es ear cher s  and s cient is t s ,  that wil l  find a good environment for
discus s ing their  achievements , also in the perspective of an interdisciplinary approach. As  a
matter  of fact, they wil l  be given the opportunity to discus s  together  with exper ts  in other
different fields  about shared themes  and addres s  them j ointly, that is  quite difficult in
everyday work conditions

• L ocal oper at or s  and admin is t r at or s ,  that wil l be supplied with an opportunity of
education according with the s tate of ar t,  either  in GI S  or  in I CM, of a ser ies  of bes t
practice s amples  and of the pos s ibil i ty of col laboration with some of the bes t exper ts  in the
European panorama

• R epr es ent at ives  of  NGOs  and of  as s ociat ions  of citizens  that wil l  be able on one hand
to have a general overview of the main is sues  about coas tal areas , and on the other  hand
to interact with decis ion maker s  and scientis ts  and to give val id input for  future
interventions

I n par ticular , the events  are conceived to offer  the par ticipants  good opportunities  of getting in
touch with group work in an international, multi-disciplinary, operational-or iented
environment. I n this  way the benefits  and the difficulties  of an interdisciplinary approach wil l
be addres sed;  among these many important, but generally scarcely cons idered is sues , such as
finding a common language that allows  scientis ts  coming from different s ciences  to discus s
together , interacting with adminis trators  and s takeholders  outs ide the res earch environment,
elaborating practical solutions  for  the interoperabil i ty of information, coming to a compromise
between the quality of an I CM programme, the available technologies , the al located money
and other  local cons traints . As  above said, it is  important to notice that the main obj ective is
not to give res earchers  an omni-comprehens ive s ki l l ,  but to enable them to find out the
different is sues  and the fields  to cons ider  for  the elaboration of an I CM, the mos t suitable
technologies , and to interact with the respective exper ts
S uch a training environment wil l  be encouraged also to fos ter  interes t towards  is sues  and
related s kil ls  complementary to the traditional scientific and technological disciplines  usually
found in Academy, with a cons equent enlargement and improving of effectiveness  for
researcher s  and research groups . GI  and I CM are very large fields  of inves tigation with
problems  and is sues  common to many branches  of s cience. I t is  a nons ens e for  a s ingle
research group to try to get a complete knowledge, but this  should be built by s har ing
exis t ing know ledge and compar ing exper iences  and bes t  pr act ices .
S uch an approach is  cons is tent as  well  with the cur rent directions , above all  for  as  regards  the
promotion and s trengthening of interagency and inter - sectoral col laboration, the reduction of
duplication and over lapping and the monitor ing and evaluation of I CM proj ects  and
programmes .
T he international environment that character ises  the ECO- I MAGI NE initiative is  expected to
br ing var ious  benefits , among them the shar ing of exper iences  and knowledge, an incentive for
fur ther  res earchers  mobility, finally a tighter  international co-operation between neighbour ing
countr ies .

F oot pr int s  of  a New  Appr oach

I t is  also important to under l ine the ethical aspects  of the approach. I CM, as  a matter  of fact,
is  recognised as  an actual tool for  achieving the obj ective of sus tainable development, and
people involved can car ry on a tas k effectively useful for  common good. Moreover , the
inclus ion of  s ocial s ciences  in a field where natural sciences  and economic obj ectives  are
traditionally more relevant, helps  to maintain the cultural features  and values  of the coas tal
areas , that are an important her itage for  the future generation. For  this  reas on, the landscape
as  important unifying element wil l  be cons idered either  from the natural or  from the cultural
point of view.
Also, the involvement of local adminis trators ,  citizens  and s takeholder s  in general, helps  to
better  implement the management intervention on the ter r itory and to act keeping in
cons ideration the actual needs  of the us er s . At this  purpose, it is  important to under line that
most people are aware of the s tr ict duality between the ter r itory where they l ive with its
landscape, and as  a cons equence their  perception of the landscape, in the per spective of an
I CM intervention, is  as  es sential as  the obj ective features  of the area. Moreover , it can have
social consequences  that are not to be neglected when planning.
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For  thes e reasons , the training of exper ts  able to elaborate effective I CM programmes  and
actions  exploiting advanced technologies  such as  GI S , and to work in an interdisciplinary
environment becomes  even more relevant

Moreover , one of the main is sues  of I CM is  the need to oper at e local ly accor ding w it h  t he
global  pr inciples  and directions  expres s ed by intergovernmental organisations . For  this
reason, ECO- I MAGI NE aims  to fos ter  the training of exper ts  that, exploiting the opportunities
offered by GI , are able to trans fer  the official directions  into practical actions  on the local area.
I n this  per spective, researcher s  par ticipating to the ECO- I MAGI NE initiative are expected to
receive a “theoretical” training, es s entially by means  of lectures  given by international renown
scientis ts  pres enting the rationales , the general pr inciples , the actual needs , the mutual
relationships  and the international s tate of ar t of I CM, landscape management and GI , and to
see the practical application of thes e concepts  and s tatements  through cas e s tudies , field tr ips
and s imulation exercises . Background lectures  and practical activities  are expected to be
presented in a complementary way, in a highly qualified scientific environment, in order  to
ensure the integration between the two ambits  and to s timulate the discus s ion and the trans fer
of knowledge.


